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In this day and age, plagiarism has become a serious problem requiring the attention of the academic and industrial communities at large. The problem, or "plague" as described in the literature, is very common in written works due to various reasons such as time pressure, lack of understanding of what constitutes plagiarism, and the wealth of digital resources available on the Web which make "copy/paste" activities almost natural! Currently, there are many automated tools that can aid in detecting plagiarism within free-text, but only a few that focus specifically on source code plagiarism.

This talk will tackle the highly controversial issue of machine intelligence and discuss how abstraction and data mining might aid in this respect. The automation of source code plagiarism detection is then presented and discussed in this context. The talk will conclude with remarks on future extensions in this area which might be of interest to an undergraduate audience.
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