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Students sometimes make the mistake of writing[image: image2.png](a+b)"=a"+b"



, when in fact there are many terms in between.  However, if n is a prime number, there is a context in which the student mistake is actually true!  This is an easy consequence of the divisibility properties of the choice numbers, also known as binomial coefficients.  This talk will show how some techniques from 3rd grade arithmetic can determine the prime decomposition of the choice numbers, and generalize the divisibility properties that justify the student mistake.

This talk will be suitable for anyone interested in numbers.
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Room: CLO 253
